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Editorial 

 
 
UN Scientific Advisory Board –A New Body with New Vision  

The Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) is a new body created by UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon in September 2013. It is composed of 26 internationally 
leading scientists. The SAB is tasked with providing advice to the UN 
Secretary-General and the Executive Heads of UN organizations on 
strengthening the interface between science, policy and society, particularly 
in areas relevant to sustainable development. The recommendation to 

establish such an advisory body derives from the Report of the Secretary-General’s High-Level 
Panel on Global Sustainability (GSP) which developed a new vision for sustainable development. 
 
In its report “Resilient People, Resilient Planet: A Future Worth Choosing“, the GSP also 
presented recommendations regarding a strengthened interface between science, policy and 
society.  Evidence-bases decisions at the level of government, especially as concerns issues of 
sustainable development, depend on up-to-date scientific knowledge. Decision-making should be 
informed by the best available evidence co-designed, co-produced and co-delivered by the relevant 
stakeholders. Such evidence should be made available not only through the lenses of specific 
scientific disciplines but also through transdisciplinary approaches. The GSP recommended that 
the UN Secretary-General, among others, appoint a scientific advisory body or a chief scientific 
adviser. 
 
The SAB will cover a broad spectrum of scientific expertise and will be able to work on the social, 
economic and ecological dimensions of sustainable development. As many research fields as 
possible should be involved, as well as a balanced representation of the world regions according 
to the UN definition. Furthermore, gender balance is to be achieved. 
 
The SAB can play a crucial role in democratizing knowledge generation and sharing, building 
public trust, and supporting the active partnership of scientists and civil society networks in 
decision-making. IJONS and Young scientists are ready to help. Thank you. 
 
Vijikumar.S 
Editor in Chief  
Indian Journal of Natural Sciences 
Pudukkottai-TamilNadu,India. 


